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According to Emilio Carrillo Gamboa, Mexican Ambassador to Canada, the Canadian government's
program for the temporary migration of Mexican agricultural workers is "exemplary." During a
recent interview with Mexican reporters at his residence in Ottawa, Carrillo summarized what he
described as the features of the Canadian program making it exemplary. For instance, Carrillo said,
every migrant worker receives a contract for three to six months, arrives in Montreal or Toronto by
plane, and obtains all necessary documentation. Next, Mexican workers are provided with medical
insurance, and earn the same wage as Canadians performing the same job, or four and a half to
eight dollars per hour, depending on the crop, and the length of the contract. In some cases, he
added, the employer provides housing and/or meals. Carrillo announced that the Mexican consulate
in Toronto was planning to expand its services to attend to the needs of Canadian grain farmers and
larger numbers of migrant workers. On the formation of a common market consisting of the US,
Canada and Mexico, he said, "I see the formation of this market in the far future, since Mexico has
much to lose and little to gain." (Basic data from Notimex, 05/07/88)
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